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Independent committees to steer national reform process established to move reconciliation forward


On 29 June 2010, the Thai Cabinet approved the Regulation of the Office of the Prime Minister establishing two committees which have been given a broad mandate to work on the reform process with the aim of addressing structural problems related to economic and social disparity, as part of the Government’s reconciliation plan. Such reform could encompass improvement or adjustment of the social value system, resources and environmental management system, taxation and fiscal system, economic system, education system, justice system, political and state administration system, communication system, social welfare system, and others with a view to improving well-being in, strengthening and bringing fairness to society.  



The Committee on Reform Strategy, chaired by former prime minister Anand Panyarachun, will focus on drawing up strategies, measures and processes for reform, as well as formulate recommendations to be presented to the Government and the public for consideration and implementation.  The Committee on Reform Assembly, chaired by Dr. Prawes Wasi, will concentrate on promoting participation of all sectors of society in moving the reform process forward.  Towards this end, it will set up an assembly at the national level and support setting up of assemblies on specific issues and localities as appropriate.  Both committees, which will work together in a coordinated manner and without government interference, will carry out their tasks over the next three years.  


Also, with regard to the reconciliation plan, Prime Minister Abhisit took the opportunity during his weekly television programme on 27 June 2010 to update the Thai public on the progress made.



Regarding the two reform committees, the Prime Minister said that the chairpersons of the respective committees would select their own committee members to ensure independence and non-interference by the Government, and that the Government’s role would be limited to providing them assistance in terms of staffing and necessary funding.  Their work would also be coordinated and linked with that of various state mechanisms which would also be working in parallel.  The mandate of both committees would be three years which would mean that their work would continue beyond the present Government’s term.  Be that as it may, both committees are expected to make concrete recommendations on all structural issues within an appropriate time-frame.


Prime Minister Abhisit further noted that during the period leading up to the establishment of the reform committees, progress had also been made by various sectors especially those which he had met, including local businesses and the media.  Citing the example of the business sector, the Prime Minister said that chambers of commerce in all parts of the country took the opportunity of their scheduled meeting on provincial development, to brainstorm on ways to participate in pushing forward the national reconciliation plan and reform plan.  They came up with at least four main ways through which the business sector could become involved.  First, the business sector would make use of their own networks to resolve the problem of political polarization, with their members playing a role in organising various activities aimed at bridging the different viewpoints held by people in society.  Second, regarding social and economic disparities, the business sector would coordinate with the Government in examining how the country’s economic structure might be adjusted to make it more conducive for economic growth and development that is more equitable.  Third, the chambers of commerce would help support the immediate-term plans for economic recovery by focusing on promoting locally-made products and domestic tourism.  Lastly, the business sector had offered to play a role in tackling the problem of corruption, as it was generally agreed that this problem involved not only politicians and government officials but also businesspeople.  


On other aspects of the reconciliation plan, Prime Minister Abhisit, noting the concern about the Government trying to direct, influence or interfere with the process of media reform, said that the Minister attached to the Prime Minister’s Office and the Dean of Chulalongkorn University’s Faculty of Communication Arts had met with various professional media bodies to explain that the objective of this process was to have the media be the main driving force in transforming itself to be an important mechanism in communicating constructively amongst Thais.  Some discussion fora had already been organised and more would held.


Regarding the Government’s effort to support channels for gathering views, the Prime Minister said that during the previous week, he had met with the representative of volunteers who would be working in the office set up for this purpose.  During the next week, the initiative to gather the public’s views by telephone would be introduced with a large number of telephone lines opened.  The phrase “donations of ideas accepted” has been coined to refer to the initiative of working together on the issue of reform.  As progress was being made on all aspects of the reconciliation plan, the Prime Minister expressed confidence that this would help address the various underlying factors behind the problems faced.



Regarding the investigation of the various incidents during the protests, Prime Minister Abhisit noted that Professor Dr. Kanit Na Nakorn, Chairperson of the independent fact-finding commission, had sought another 15 days to nominate members of his commission.  In his report to the Cabinet, Dr. Kanit said that, although he was aware of the urgency involved as raised by many parties, success would hinge upon the commission’s acceptability and credibility; he therefore requested more time.  Meanwhile, during the past week, Dr. Kanit had met with several parties and groups in society to underscore his openness to both the issues of broad based participation and divergent viewpoints so as to be truly impartial and independent.  Prime Minster Abhisit further said that views and questions sent to the Government, whether from international organisations or private organizations, would be passed on to Dr. Kanit as his commission was working to uncover the truth, which would be an important basis for reform and reconciliation.
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