





88

Thailand in the 2000’s

pioneering artist Khrua In Khong. In recent decades, it gained stronger
momentum, greater visibility, and wider appreciation.

Contemporary art finds its expression through paintings, sculpture,
architecture, music, dance, literature, drama, photography, graphic design,
film-making, artistic crafts, decorative art, installations, landscaping, artistic
events, fashion design, and ever more novel ways and means of presentation
and communication.

The contemporary art scene is vibrant. Ever more artists, both men and
women, apply their candid perception, talent, energy and skills to
create works that reflect aspects and features of current ways of life, living
standards, livelihood, means of living, or lifestyles. Through their endeavours,
contemporary artists strive to assist in building a knowledge-based society,
allowing for new ideas and developments to thrive. Contemporary art offers much
more than what is evident at artistic face value. Its existence does both reflect
and herald changes in everyday life. Also, it is a therapeutic means in that it
serves as a coping and adapting mechanism. Moreover, through the strategic
interfacing of creating and marketing, it can be a source of livelihood for all
those who are actively involved.



To this effect and with support of the government, permanent displays of
contemporary art are arranged at the National Gallery situated on Bangkok’s
Chao Fa Road. Moreover, artists are regularly invited to participate in festive
events displaying their works and offering them for sale.

To date, a great may artists from across the broad spectrum of arts were
bestowed the honorific epithet of “National Artist” in official recognition of
their outstanding accomplishments and their contribution to the benefit of the
general public. Annually, senior artists from virtually all fields would receive
this prestigious award, graciously conferred by Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, along with a continual stipend granted by the
government.

In 2004, the Silpathorn Award was initiated to encourage and enable
outstanding, upcoming artists. Its objective is twofold : to stimulate as well as
advance the development of contemporary arts, and to motivate aspiring artists
to explore and pursue contemporary arts as a career.

Also, contemporary arts are actively promoted overseas. For example,
Thai artists took part in the Venice Biennale, Italy, and the Yokohama Festival,
Japan.
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RELIGIONS

The freedom of faith has always been a constitutional right. There are
five major religions currently observed by population groups throughout the
country. From the largest to the smallest groups by numbers of followers, the
religions are Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, and Sikhism. His
Majesty the King, a Buddhist, is the royal patron of each faith, which allows
the faithful of different religions to live together peacefully.

The dissemination of orthodox teachings at religious establishments is
encouraged by the government so that all believers can adhere to their faith
peacefully. Government funding is made available to Buddhist, Muslim,
Christian, Hindu and Sikh communities alike, to meet such requirements as the
maintenance and repair of religious sites. Annual meetings and seminars for
religious leaders, organized by government agencies to share and exchange
knowledge and information, have proven beneficial to society, at large.

To promote a harmonious environment for the believers in different
religions, in the years 2003 and 2004 National Conventions of Religious
Followers were organized to coincide with Her Majesty the Queen’s Sixth Cycle
Birthday Anniversary. The successful conduct of the 2004 Convention on the
theme “Towards the Society of Sustainable Peace” resulted in the “Declaration
of the National Society of Sustainable Peace”.

With the largest following in the country, Buddhism received strong
government support. Coordinated by a centre at Phutthamonthon in Nakhon
Pathom Province, to the west of Bangkok, some 100,000 monks give classes
on Dhamma, the teaching of the Lord Buddha, at educational institutions of all
levels throughout the country. Owing to government support, Thailand is
acclaimed as the “World Buddhism Gateway”.

Conspectus

Culture, arts, and religions have been upheld on the basis of freedom and
integration. This has allowed the country to remain open to the outside world,
ready to adopt innovations that benefit society. Best practice in making use of
the great variety of raw materials and availing of artists’ as well as artisans’
talents, works of traditional and contemporary art as well as handicrafts are
created that appeal to connoisseurs worldwide. Culture is recognized as an
important element of the social fabric and national economy. It enables
citizens to uphold their virtues, to live together peacefully, and to adapt to
continual change. Great efforts have led the country to attain the state of
“strong culture, stable nation, and advanced economy”.
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